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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
As we celebrate the great feast of the Nativity of Our 
Lord, I write to thank you for your generous support of 
the seminary education of our Franciscan Friars  
Minor. The devotion of Saint Francis of Assisi to the 
mystery of the Incarnation is seen in his creation of the 
first Christmas crèche, a tradition that continues today. It 
seems an appropriate time to thank you for your support 
of our sons of Saint Francis, our Franciscan Friars  
Minor. May the Lord bless you with joy and peace at 
Christmas! May Saint  Francis intercede for you that 
your New Year be filled with many graces from the Lord!  
 
Gratefully yours in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades 
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend 

WE HAVE A SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF PRIESTS IN THE USA.  
YOU can change that—and bring the Eucharist and Sacraments to  
thousands—saving SOULS! Fund a seminarian in NEED of tuition.  

These men will ONLY become priests by YOUR donations. >>>>> 
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 NEWS from our beloved Friars Minor 

May The Lord Give You His Peace! 
 
As we send out another newsletter, I find myself reflecting on just how good God is and how all things 
work for the good of those who love God.  God continues to remain with us always as He promised, continues 
to remain faithful to His promises, and continues to work for our good and the good of all according to His Divine 
Designs which stand from age to age.  Like the faithful Bridegroom that He is toward His Church, he continues to 
remain faithful in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, and in his wisdom knows how to bring good out 
of everything, especially when we too are faithful and work with Him.  How beautiful it is that this holds true even 
amid the way of the Cross which He has gone before us on, and which is the way of our salvation.  May we truly 
glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and in the humility of our God who became man for the life of the world, 
and may we place our hope in Him and the glory of His resurrection. I find myself thinking of all this as Our 
Lord continues to lead this little Franciscan flock onward on this glorious way as our unfailingly Leader and Good 
Shepherd.  It seems clear to me as the Lord leads us onward year by year that truly His Divine Designs stand 
from age to age and that truly He is zealous for our welfare and the fulfillment of his plans for us.  Plans for wel-
fare and not for woe. Obviously the Lord is working to strengthen this little Franciscan family during this present 
time as he prepares us for the future and all He has in store for us. Our little band of brothers recently took a 
big step and moved out to Cincinnati to begin a period of study, preparation, and formation at the semi-
nary of the Athenaeum of Ohio.  This is a great grace for us and we are so grateful for the contributions of 
so many people who are making this possible.  Our first semester went rather smooth, and we look forward to 
keeping everyone informed about our progress as we move forward on our path as seminarians. Our three hermit 
brothers are persevering from their privileged place as men of prayer out at our hermitage friary in Decatur, IN, as 
are our Poor Clare Sisters of Fort Wayne.  May God bless us all and make us fruitful in His Son. It is good to be 
about our Father’s business and to continue the work that He sent His son to accomplish.  May God continue to 
bring this good work to fulfillment in our midst and may He continue to bless all those who support us. Pax et Bo-
num  
 
- Br. Pio Maria of Our Lady Co-Redemptrix, Community Vicar, Franciscan Friars Minor 

L-R: The Athenaeum of Ohio—Mount St. Mary’s Seminary of the West. Inside the Main Chapel. The House were the Brothers live. The study quarters. 
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Many of you will be thinking: “What has Br. Felice come to the U.S for? Were there 
not enough seminaries in Italy?” Yes, Italy is full of seminaries, but my primary voca-
tion is to be a son of St. Francis of Assisi, according to the particular charism expressed 
here, in this little community based in Fort Wayne. Now, I believe Our Lord is calling me 
to serve him not only as a friar minor, but also as one of his priests. This grace, 
which for me is also a dream, is coming true here in Cincinnati, where I am attending 
classes of the second year of theology. During the semester that we are about to con-
clude I have been taking several very exciting courses, but the ones I am enjoying the 
most are Catholic Sexual Ethics, Theology of Preaching, and Principles of Catechesis. All 
these are highly practical classes, where theory is often complemented by practical pasto-
ral scenarios we will likely be facing in the future. I take advantage of these lines to thank 
you for your generosity in supporting us brothers, and to entrust to your prayers my voca-
tion and my studies. May God reward you abundantly!  
 

 
I am currently finishing my bachelor's degree at Thomas More University 
in Crestview, Kentucky. Next year, God-willing, I will start my first year of 
theology at the seminary, since my philosophy studies have been completed. I 
was able to apply for Federal Aid and was awarded two different scholarships, 
which have greatly reduced my tuition for this year. As this first semester 
comes to an end, I praise God for the ability to continue my formation, 
cultivating important skills that will help me after ordination. Some of my 
classes include, Spanish, Philosophy of Death and Dying and the Church’s 
teaching on Social Justice. Br. Pio Maria and I gave some talks to the campus 
ministry students and it has been great being a religious presence on campus. 
From the 13

th
 to the 23

rd
 of December I will be going to the border of Mexico 

with a Professor and some students to minister to immigrants at the Annuncia-
tion house. Thank you for your support towards our priestly formation.  
May God reward you abundantly!  
 

 
Praised be Jesus and Mary who have brought us through so much on our Francis-
can journey and who continue to lead us every step of the way as we take more 
intentional steps toward priestly ordination.  This year has me beginning studies and 
formation in my first year of major seminary at the Athenaeum of Ohio.  I am so grateful 
to be taking this major step on my journey and look forward to all that the Lord has 
planned for my brothers and me. There are plenty of opportunities for growth, develop-
ment, learning, and being challenged at the Athenaeum. They have a great formation 
team and it's a true gift to be received so warmly by our fellow seminarians and the peo-
ple of this city as we begin our studies and life here.  These days find me working on be-
ing strengthened and built up into the man of God that I am being called to be as 

Franciscan priest, and as one who in turn strengthens and builds up others.  And, of 
course, as always, I find myself constantly rejoicing in the Lord and His many gifts that He continues to 
pour out on us poor men. Blessed be God forever.  

 A letter of gratitude from Brother Felice Maria 

 A letter of gratitude from Brother Pio Maria 

  A letter of gratitude from Brother Alphonsus Mary 
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The Letter of the Hebrews says in reference to the priesthood "No one takes this 
honor upon himself but only when called by God". The first time I received the inte-
rior invitation to the priesthood was in the year 2012. After having been in religious life for 
the past 5 years as a Franciscan, the echo of Christ's voice spoke clearly to me in prayer 
once again in February of 2017 saying "I want to conform you completely to myself". 
Since Bishop Kevin Rhoades has confirmed my call to go to seminary I have embraced 
the will of the Lord with great eagerness and trust. Mount St. Mary's of the West (The 
Athenaeum) is a great environment in which to study for the priesthood. As Franciscans 
we live one mile and a half away from the seminary so we travel back and forth each day. 
This is a great chance to evangelize as we beg for our food door to door and speak 
to people on the streets about Jesus Christ. I personally have six years of studies 
ahead of me and I entrust my entire priestly formation to the Blessed Virgin Mary, our 
Mater et Magistra (Mother and Teacher). Worldwide Seminarian Support, all of its sup-
porters and specifically those who support the Friars are in my heart and prayers as the 
journey towards the priesthood continues. Pax tibi Christi et Mariae!  

 
Journey to the Priesthood: I was recently struck by a line from Pope St. John Paul the 
Great's Theology of the Body. In a General Audience on Jan. 30th in 1980, the pope 
said "Happiness is being rooted in love". Before joining the friars, I was a diocesan semi-
narian. I was pursuing Holy Orders because I believed that it was God's will for me and 
God's will is what makes us happy... but I wasn't fully happy and I didn't know why. Now I 
can say that it has to do with being "rooted in love." My experience as a friar has been a 
formation in being "rooted in love" and it is with this happiness that I return to formation 
for the priesthood. Thank you all for making it possible. Queen of Heaven and  
Mother of the Clergy: pray for us. 

 A letter of gratitude from Brother Joseph Maria 

A big thank you to Fort Wayne Indiana Worthy Knights Bernie Konger and 
Kent Whiting at Offset 1 Printing Services for donating the printing of this 
newsletter! Please patronize them! (260)456-8828 - Offset1.com 

All Glory to God! Worldwide Seminarian Support began funding seminarian education 
25 years ago as a visible sign of the Becker family ’s gratitude to Christ and His Church. It 
has grown over the years to include hundreds of other faithful Catholics from 15 states. WSS 
provides a means by which lay Catholics can be directly involved in a tangible way to raise up 
new Priests to serve the Body of Christ—and be eternally blessed. The United States is just 
beginning to feel the effects of the enormous shortage of priests. Now is the time to act. 
We, the laity, can play a significant part in helping bring the Gospel, the Sacraments, the Eu-
charist, and Salvation to generations to come! Truly, funding the education of these five Fran-
ciscan seminarians is our opportunity to impact eternity. During all 12 days of Christmas (12/25 
to 1/6 Epiphany) may our prayers be of thanksgiving to the Lord for choosing these five Fran-
ciscans to serve HIM and HIS one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. Christ is HERE in this opportunity standing 
before us in NEED (as a seminarian!). Just as Matthew 25: 34-36 says “Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 
me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me’.” Spread the Gospel. Deliver 
the Sacraments. Save souls. Be blessed. Fund a needy seminarian to the priesthood TODAY. In Christ, through Our 
Lady of Sorrows - John & Patty Becker, Co-Founders Worldwide Seminarian Support, Inc.  

 A letter of gratitude from Brother Leopold Maria  

 The Lord is HERE before us—in need. Will we respond? 

 

 


